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Defense Secretary Robert Gates’ announce-
ment yesterday that all active-duty soldiers
currently serving in Iraq would have their
rotations extended by three months is the
latest evidence that our military cannot
meet the demands placed on it.

Furthermore, the Pentagon this week
alerted four National Guard brigades for a
second tour in Iraq, long before those units
have had five years at home since their last
deployment, as policy dictates.

Some active-duty units, such as the 3rd
Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, are serving
their third tour in Iraq in four years.

They recently returned to Iraq after a
shortened rest and re-training period. Newer
soldiers have, in many cases, not had the
time to train with their new comrades before
being sent into battle.

Reserve units that have already served are
woefully short on equipment and ammuni-
tion to properly retrain, either for the maw
of Iraq or defending America itself. The Ma-
rine Corps recently announced that jungle
training—a Corps mainstay—will be sus-
pended as that service is forced to con-
centrate all resources on training for Iraq.

In the event of a major conflict erupting
between the U.S. and another nation—Iran,
North Korea and Pakistan come imme-
diately to mind—America’s ground forces,
particularly the Army, are in no way, shape
or form capable of responding appropriately.

Meanwhile, the current administration—
particularly the vice president—continues to
maintain that everything is progressing as
scheduled in Iraq, and that anyone who begs
to differ is a defeatist or unpatriotic. Trou-
ble is, there was no schedule and little plan-
ning involved in the Iraq debacle.

The administration went to Iraq on a plat-
form of lies, failed to heed the warnings of
senior military officers and other warfare ex-
perts, and did not react appropriately when
things started going bad in Iraq shortly after
the invasion.

Indeed, under Donald Rumsfeld, the de-
fense establishment followed the ‘script’
rather than act to prevent the looming reali-
ties that are obvious now.

Since 2001, America’s military has been en-
gaged full-time in two separate wars: The
War on Terrorism (primarily in Afghani-
stan), and (since 2003) a second, unnecessary
war that has only begotten more terrorism,
further destabilized the Middle East and left
America very vulnerable.

As an Army National Guard veteran of the
Iraq War, I've seen firsthand the toll that a
combat deployment will have on a unit, its
equipment, soldiers and, their families. It
takes years for a unit to properly recover
and be ready to deploy again.

Sending units back to Iraq on a speeded-up
schedule is a, disservice to not only the sol-
diers and families affected, but America’s
long-term strategy (if there is one) in Iraq as
well as America itself.

All the while, there has been no effort to
expand the military or adequately address
the equipment shortcomings of units after
serving in the harsh climate of the Middle
East.

The recent spate of Guard alerts, tour ex-
tensions and shortened rest periods are in-
dicative of a problem that the Pentagon and
administration utterly refuse to acknowl-
edge: The United States Army is broken, and
it will take billions of dollars over at least a
decade to bring the Army back up to a fully
competent readiness level.
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THANKING DAVID (DAVE) FOLK
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE HOUSE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, on the occasion of his retirement on
May 2, 2007, we rise to thank Mr. David C.
Folk for 20 years of distinguished service to
the United States House of Representatives.
David has served this great institution as a
valuable employee for the Chief Administrative
Officer.

David began his tenure with the United
States House of Representatives in May of
1987 as a data communications specialist in
the House Information Systems group. David’s
career at the House is one of consistent and
steady contributions while meeting customer
requests in voice and data wiring infrastruc-
ture. Specifically, David managed the rewiring
upgrade of the House side of the Capitol and
the Member Offices in all of the House Office
Buildings.

He also was the Quality Assurance Eval-
uator on the original House Infrastructure con-
tract and assisted in the development of dif-
fering voice systems such as the Member
Paging System and the press secretaries sys-
tems for the broadcast media organizations.
Finally, David managed the first Secure Com-
munications program for the House and grew
it from its infancy to where it is today.

David has been a key contributor to the
CAO efforts on wiring infrastructure. His stand-
ard of excellence, dedication to passionate
customer service, organizational skills, profes-
sionalism and ability to get the job done is well
noted by his colleagues.

On behalf of the entire House community,
we extend congratulations to David for many
years of dedication and outstanding contribu-
tions to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. We wish David many wonderful
years in fulfilling his retirement dreams.

HONORING NICK POLIZZOTTO
HON. JOE DONNELLY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in tribute to Corporal Nick S. Polizzotto,
nine year veteran of the South Bend Police
Department, who gave his life in the line of
duty. For the people of South Bend, Indiana,
Corporal Polizzotto is indeed a hero.

On April 24, 2007, a report of gunshots
brought Corporal Polizzotto and his partner,
Patrolman Michael Norby, to a local motel.
There, at 1:37 a.m., an armed suspect shot
both policemen, killing Corporal Polizzotto. Pa-
trolman Norby credits Corporal Polizzotto with
saving his life.

Our community has lost a beloved family
member, a generous friend, a devoted father
and a dedicated protector. Often described as
having a heart of gold, he proudly wore his
uniform and bravely patrolled the streets of
our city until making the ultimate sacrifice.

Born and raised in South Bend, Nick always
wanted to be a police officer and graduated
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from Indiana University with a degree in crimi-
nal justice. During his many years as a South-
east South Bend beat officer, he received 18
commendations and was Officer of the Month
in 2006.

Corporal Polizzotto leaves behind his par-
ents, his son, Joseph, a brother and sister and
countless relatives and friends who loved him.
South Bend has lost a brave guardian.

Madam Speaker, we grieve for our hero,
Corporal Nick Polizzotto. May God welcome
him home and give comfort to his family and
friends.

IN HONOR OF PETER DELFINO
HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and memory of Peter J. Delfino,
a man who was famous throughout the Mon-
terey Bay area for his great gusto for life.

Peter was born in San Francisco to Nick
and Angie Delfino on December 29, 1917. His
family soon moved to a farm in Moss Landing
where he and his brother Louie helped with
the artichokes and other fresh vegetables they
grew. Peter went to work for Bank of America
after graduation from Monterey High School,
but his heart remained on the farm. Ten years
later, he joined the Odello family in growing
artichokes on the banks of the Carmel River,
and he continued to farm until he retired.

The Italian community in Monterey has al-
ways provided a busy social calendar, and
Peter met his wife, Mary, through these activi-
ties. They were married on September 30,
1945. They had one son, Alan, three grand-
children, and a great-granddaughter.

Peter’s other passion was picturesque prop-
erties in Carmel and Carmel Valley, Big Sur
and Lake Tahoe. Family and friends spent
many memorable weekends at these places,
especially at his famous wild boar and lamb
BBQs in Big Sur.

Peter loved being with people and belonged
to several service clubs. After retirement he
took great pleasure in helping friends in the
construction industry with their various projects
as it kept him working outside and in their
company. Throughout his 89 years he enjoyed
life to the fullest, and was never shy about
striking up conversations with anyone he met.

Madam Speaker, | honor the life of Peter
Delfino, a man who worked hard and diligently
at a job he loved, and who made the world a
happier place as he passed through.

TRIBUTE TO VIVIAN BERRYHILL
HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Vivian Berryhill, President and found-
er of the National Coalition of Pastors’
Spouses. In her role with NCPS and as First
Lady of the New Philadelphia Baptist Church
in Memphis, TN, Mrs. Berryhill has been a
goodwill ambassador across the world, con-
ducting global outreach on HIV/AIDS. In addi-
tion to her passionate charitable work, Mrs.
Berryhill is also an acclaimed songwriter.
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Madam Speaker, | commend Vivian Berryhill
for her tireless dedication to numerous noble
causes. After receiving a Jefferson Award and
its accompanying $500 gift, Mrs. Berryhill and
her husband, Pastor Chester Berryhill, jour-
neyed from Olive Branch, MS to Washington,
DC and headed directly to the Walter Reed
Army Medical Center to distribute 500 copies
of Mrs. Berryhill's original song, “Tomorrow
E’vrything Will B Alright.” After hearing of the
conditions at Walter Reed, Mrs. Berryhill was
inspired to share her music and its soul-heal-
ing effects, and immediately created 500 new
copies of her song and placed them onto CDs
to share with our wounded soldiers.

Upon being greeted with an overwhelming
show of support and the warmest of recep-
tions, Mrs. Berryhill and the pastors’ spouses
will be reproducing additional copies of this
song and will return to Walter Reed in 3—4
weeks to distribute them.

Madam Speaker, it is for her noble and un-
flagging efforts to make this world a better
place that | recognize Vivian Berryhill.

———

SMALL BUSINESS LENDING
IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1332) to improve
the access to capital programs of the Small
Business Administration, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, | rise today in
support of the Small Business Lending Im-
provements Act of 2007. H.R. 1332 is part of
an ambitious legislative portfolio that will fulfill
the Innovation Agenda. | was proud to help
craft the Innovation Agenda, on which our Na-
tion is dependent for its future prosperity.

Small businesses are a big part of the U.S.
economy. In fact, small businesses employ
more than half of all private sector employees
and pay 45 percent of the total U.S. private
payroll. New jobs come disproportionately
from small businesses, which generated 60 to
80 percent of new jobs in the past 10 years.

Small businesses face big challenges. Too
often they must depend on costly lending al-
ternatives, including credit cards. Personal
credit cards are the primary funding source for
U.S. entrepreneurs. Borrowing fees and high
interest rates weigh heavily on small busi-
nesses.

As presented in Rising Above the Gathering
Storm, our Nation faces unprecedented chal-
lenges to its international competitiveness and
quality of life. Small businesses are catalysts
for technological innovation, and the entrepre-
neurship of small American startups occasion-
ally has revolutionized our economy and lives.
The viability of American small businesses is
inextricably linked to the future prosperity of all
our citizens.

This Act makes American entrepreneurship
more viable. It improves the existing 7(a)
(business start-up loan) program and the ex-
isting 504 (certified development company
economic development loan) program to better
serve veterans, rural areas, and areas lacking
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sufficient medical expertise. It improves eligi-
bility requirements for designation as a cer-
tified development company (CDC), revises
procedures around the foreclosure and liquida-
tion of defaulted small business loans, and au-
thorizes loans for projects that reduce energy
consumption by at least 10 percent.

| encourage my colleagues to support this
resolution. This can help us gain and retain a
lead in economic prosperity and quality of life.

———

SMALL BUSINESS LENDING
IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. REYES. Mr. Chairman, | rise in strong
support of the Small Business Lending Im-
provement Act of 2007 (H.R. 1332).

The U.S. maintains its position as a world
leader in technological innovation and eco-
nomic prosperity largely because of the talent
of its citizens, its strong educational system
and the entrepreneurial spirit of its small busi-
ness owners. From developing innovative so-
lutions to our most pressing problems, to suc-
cessfully introducing these solutions into local
and world markets, American small business
is crucial to our strength as a country.

Small businesses, however, face difficult
challenges. In particular, many small busi-
nesses lack capital, making it difficult to ac-
cess the financing and loans they need to suc-
ceed. With fewer assets to pledge as collateral
and less reliable earnings than larger busi-
nesses, small businesses have difficulty tap-
ping into traditional business loans.

The Small Business Lending Improvement
Act of 2007 is designed to provide well-quali-
fied small businesses with greater access to
capital so they can turn their ideas into profit.
H.R. 1332 will allow small business to more
easily acquire 7(a) loans, which will provide
much-needed capital to small business entre-
preneurs. H.R. 1332 directs the Administrator
of the Small Business Administration (SBA) to
execute rural lending outreach programs,
which will aid small businesses with expenses
ranging from start-up costs to equipment re-
pairs and employee compensation. It also pro-
vides incentives to small businesses to oper-
ate in an environmentally friendly fashion.

If the U.S. is to maintain its position as a
world leader in technological innovation and
economic prosperity, we must do more to en-
sure that small businesses have the tools they
need to succeed. For small businesses, ac-
cess to capital is the key. It is for this reason,
| ask my colleagues in Congress to join me in
support of H.R. 1332.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE 2007 NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF LETTER CAR-
RIERS FOOD DRIVE

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the dedication and service of the

May 2, 2007

National Association of Letter Carriers. For the
last 15 years the NALC has annually con-
ducted what has become the largest food
drive in the nation. This food drive is unique
because it allows anyone with a mailbox the
opportunity to take part. By participating in this
food drive we are all building stronger neigh-
borhoods and strengthening our local commu-
nities. Because of this event we are given the
opportunity to support those in our commu-
nities who, far too often, go without.

For the past three years the sheer quantity
of food collected has been staggering. Last
year 70.5 million pounds of food were distrib-
uted in communities throughout this country.
That was the third straight year where the
amount of food distributed has exceeded 70
million pounds. Over the past 15 years the
grand total of food collected is more than
three quarters of a billion pounds of food.
These totals have helped make the NALC Na-
tional Food Drive the largest single day food
drive in the nation.

This year NALC president William H. Young
has challenged all of the local branches
throughout the country to increase their food
totals by 10 percent. This challenge has in-
spired one of the largest publicity campaigns
in NALC Food Drive history as well as encour-
aged good natured competition between re-
gional branches. | know that the Letter Car-
riers of 10th Congressional District of Cali-
fornia will make us proud.

The NALC National Food Drive is distinctive
in how the food is distributed. It strengthens
community ties because all of the food col-
lected by local carriers goes back into those
neighborhoods. 10,000 communities across
the country will be part of this amazing event.
Because every pound of food goes to local
food banks, the NALC National Food Drive
gives everyone the opportunity to support their
community. A simple donation of non-perish-
able food placed in the mailbox with the out-
going mail will help change the lives of those
who live and work in the area. Thanks to the
NALC and due to this creative and effective
strategy, getting involved has never been easi-
er.

Again, | want to congratulate the NALC for
conducting such a remarkable event and | am
proud to say that | will be leaving food in my
mailbox on May 12th.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 27TH ANNUAL
MAIMONIDES HEBREW DAY
SCHOOL’S SHINING EXAMPLES
TRIBUTE DINNER

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. MCNULTY. Madam Speaker, the 27th
Annual Maimonides Scholarship Shining Ex-
amples Tribute Dinner will be held this
evening in Albany, New York. The
Maimonides Hebrew Day School of the Capital
District in Albany, New York has been pro-
viding quality Jewish and General Education in
the Capital Region, Albany, NY since 1980. It
is a beneficiary of the United Jewish Federa-
tion of Northeastern New York and has
partnered with numerous area organizations
and institutions over the years. Its motto is “A
Beautiful Blend—Torah and Worldly Experi-
ence” following its namesake, Moses
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